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Thesis Statement: 

Thesis idea:  To encourage a 
nation to heal and re-envision 
their sense of core values for a 
socially progressive future 
 

 non-
descript 
pronouns 

Body 1: structure of speech: 
past/present/future 

 Past: “impending civil 
war,” “all dreaded it,” “and 
the war came.” 

 Present: “The Almighty has 
[…] purposes” 

 Future: “let us strive on to 
finish” and “bind the 
nation’s wounds” 

Body 1: Juxtaposition, 
 “make war […] accept 

war” 
 “malice toward none […] 

charity for all” 
 “American slavery […] 

those divine attributes” 
 

 Telegraphic 
sentence 


